
 

It’s a Literary Lovers’ Dream at the 2016 Oregon State Fair  
24 Critically Acclaimed Authors to Represent Oregon’s Rich Community of Writers 

SALEM, Ore. — On Saturday, August 27, the Oregon State Fair offers an opportunity to 
hear from prestigious local writers – including New York Times best-selling authors and 
Oregon Book Award winners – at the highly anticipated Authors Day. Some of Oregon’s 
most notable writers will be on the Creative Living Stage to rekindle the joy of books 
with readings, questions and answers, and off-stage time for personalized book signings 
and discussions.  

Among the field of highly notable writers is Roland Smith, a New York Times best-
selling author and two-time winner of the Oregon Book Award who also has also 
released two new books this week; parents will recognize Smith’s titles on Oregon Battle 
of the Books lists including Sasquatch. Another standout is Daniel H. Wilson, a repeat 
New York Times best-selling author who just sold book rights to Steven Spielberg. 

Scheduled to Appear at the Oregon State Fair Authors’ Day: 

● Roland Smith, writer of 25 young 
adult novels, is a New York Times 
best-selling author and two-time 
winner of the Oregon Book 
Award. 

● Ellen Urbani is the author of 
Landfall, a work of historical 
fiction set in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina, and the 
memoir When I Was Elena.  

● Daniel H. Wilson is the author of 
the New York Times best-selling 
Robopocalypse and its sequel 
Robogenesis.  

● Shannon Applegate is author of 
Living Among Headstones: Life 
in a Country Cemetery and co-
editor of Talking on Paper: An 
Anthology of Oregon Letters and 

Diaries. She earned the 
Governor’s Art Award.  

● Barbara Drake’s book Peace at 
Heart: An Oregon Country Life 
was an Oregon Book Award 
finalist in 1999.  

● Cindy Brown is a theatre geek 
and author of the Ivey Meadows 
mysteries.  

● Don Colburn, poet and prose 
author, has published four poetry 
collections and a chapbook titled 
Tomorrow Too: The Brenda 
Monologues. He was a finalist for 
the Pulitzer Prize.  

● Emily Kendal Frey is the author 
of Sorrow Arrow, which won the 
2015 Oregon Book Award. She 
also won the Poetry Society of 
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America’s 2012 Norma Farber 
First Book Award.  

● R. Gregory Nokes authored 
Breaking Chains: Slavery on 
Trial in the Oregon Territory and 
Massacred For Gold. 

● Kate Gray wrote the novel titled 
Carry The Sky and the poetry 
collection called Another Sunset 
We Survive.  

● Marie Simmons is an award 
winning cookbook author, prolific 
food writer and popular cooking 
school teacher.  

● Mark Russell collaborated with 
New York cartoonist Shannon 
Wheeler to create and publish 
God is Disappointed in You.  

● Microcosm Publishing is a small, 
charming and innovative 
publishing house that empowers 
readers to make positives changes 
in their lives.  

● Rebecca Cohen is a singer/
songwriter/storyteller who has 
made popular appearances at 
Pacific Northwest coffeehouses, 
events and festivals.  

● Will Robertson is the man behind 
the popular Casey and Kyle comic 
strip series, which carries on the 
spirit of Peanuts and Calvin & 
Hobbs.  

● Rosanne Parry is the author of 
the award-winning novels Heart 
of a Shepherd, Second Fiddle, 
and Written In Stone. She writes 
in a Portland treehouse.  

● Vanessa Veselka is an Oregon 
writer best known for her 2012 
debut novel titled Zazen, which 
won the Pen/Robert W. Bingham 
prize for exceptional debut 
fiction. 

● Paul Guinan and Anina Bennett, 
a husband-and-wife team, have 

collaborated in print since 1989, 
when they created the science 
fiction comic Heartbreakers.  

● Courtney Jackson and Julie 
Briley are naturopathic doctors-
turned-authors who understand 
the challenges of buying and 
preparing whole foods. Their 
respected book is titled Using 
Food As Medicine Everyday.  

● Monica Drake’s debut novel, 
Clown Girl, earned this Portland 
author the Eric Hoffer Award, as 
well an IPPY. The book has been 
translated into Italian, and was 
recently optioned for film by 
comedian Kristen Wig. Her most 
recent novel, The Stud Book, is 
now out from Hogarth Books.  

● Jack Estes is the author of the 
critically acclaimed book, A Field 
of Innocence, a memoir of his 
service in Vietnam in 1968-69. 
His articles and essays have 
appeared in Newsweek, LA 
Times, Wall Street Journal, 
Chicago Tribune and the 
Oregonian.  

● Lorraine Anderson, a freelance 
writer and editor with a special 
interest in connecting people with 
nature, has lived in the 
Willamette Valley since 2005. 
She edited Sisters of the Earth: 
Women’s Prose and Poetry about 
Nature and Earth and Eros: A 
Celebration in Words and 
Photographs; co-edited 
Literature and the Environment: 
A Reader on Nature and Culture 
and At Home on This Earth: Two 
Centuries of U.S. Women’s 
Nature Writing; and co-authored 
Cooking with Sunshine. 
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About the Oregon State Fair  
The 151st Oregon State Fair, established in 1861, first began in Oregon City, Oregon 
during the time of the U.S. Civil War. Since 1862, the Fair has called the Oregon State 
Fairgrounds in Salem home, hosting thousands of visitors from near and far with 
premier concerts, art, culture, rides, agricultural exhibits and livestock. Admission for 
people 65 and older is just $1 each day of the Fair. For more information, visit 
oregonstatefair.org. 
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