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The 151st Oregon State Fair Features Spine-Tingling New  
Carnival Rides and GK Machine Mania! 

“Here Comes the Fun” Means Here Come the Thrills!  

SALEM, Ore. — The 151st Oregon State Fair, which runs Friday, August 26, through 
Monday, September 5, returns to Salem for “Here Comes the Fun.” This year’s program 
is ready to serve up big screams with seven “Spectacular” carnival rides. The annual 
attractions are also back -- street performers, horse competitions, canine agility tests, 
world reptiles, nightly laser show, and much more, making it the perfect grand finale to 
the summer.  

“Thrill seekers are going to love the fair this year. Besides the new sensational carnival 
rides, there will be hands-on exciting experiences. Drivers can take a turn behind the 
wheel of a fast kart and animal-lovers can get up close and personal with exotic animals,” 
says Dan Cox, Oregon State Fair spokesperson. “The concert lineup is exceptional -- a 
perfect blend of genres to appeal to every musical taste.” 

Special Events 
Concerts  
Each concert is free with fair admission. Limited VIP experience seating is available for 
$35 and can be purchased on the Oregon State Fair web site only. 

○ Friday, Aug. 26: Foreigner at 7 p.m. 
○ Saturday, Aug. 27: Tommy James & The Shondells at 7 p.m.  
○ Sunday, Aug. 28: Luis Coronel at 4 p.m.  
○ Monday, Aug. 29: Hunter Hayes at 7 p.m.  
○ Tuesday, Aug. 30: Melissa Etheridge at 7 p.m.  
○ Wednesday, Aug. 31: Jeremy Camp & Mercy Me at 6:30 p.m.  
○ Thursday, Sept. 1: Pat Benatar & Neil Giraldo at 7 p.m.  
○ Friday, Sept. 2: Montgomery Gentry at 7 p.m.  
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○ Saturday, Sept. 3: Theory of a Deadman at 7 p.m. 
○ Monday, Sept. 5: Creedence Clearwater Revisited at 4 p.m. 

Dia de La Familia  
There will be additional entertainment and activities for “La Familia Day” at the Oregon 
State Fair. The free activities & entertainment are included with paid entry. 

Amusement Rides 
New carnival contractor Rainier Amusements is bringing out their big rides for their 2016 
debut. The seven “spectaculars” include: Giant Wheel, Olympic Bobs Roller Coaster, 
Wave Swinger, Drop Tower, Hard Rock, Super Loop and Power Surge. 

There are 44 other carnival rides to entertain, too. Major rides include the Cliffhanger, 
Haunted Mansion, Kamikaze and Tornado – to name just a few. There are also plenty of 
Kiddie Rides to wow younger children. 

Advanced-purchase Comcast Blast Pass carnival wristbands are on sale through August 
25 at participating Oregon Walgreens locations for $37.50. 

Animal Attractions 
Creature Feature Extreme  
Fairgoers can get “hands-on” with big reptiles, lethal snakes, and extraordinary lizards. 
Interact with bizarre glowing scorpions, giant rattlesnakes and live hatching baby snakes 
presented by Brad’s World of Reptiles.  

Farmers Insurance Dog Town  
Dog Town features the world of X-Treme Air Dogs. Amazing, high-motor canines 
perform stunning airborne feats on command, flying through the air at amazing distances. 
This popular attraction also features exhibits relating to the health and wellness of dogs. 
Plus, there will be demonstrations by Frisbee dogs, herding dogs, trick dogs, working 
K9s and more. Dog Town is presented by Farmers Insurance in collaboration with the 
Willamette Humane Society. 

Horse shows and competitions  
Multiple performances featuring various breeds will span each day in the Fair’s historic 
Horse Stadium, always kicking off at 9:00 am. Majestic, crowd-pleasing draft horses will 
perform each evening at 7:00 pm. 

Livestock competitions  
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The main categories for livestock are small animals, open class, 4H and FFA Horses, and 
Open Class Livestock. Activities take place each day of the fair, the schedules for which 
are featured at www.oregonstatefair.org. 

Creative Living 

S.T.R.E.A.M. 
This program focuses on six aspects of education: Science, Technology, Reading, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math, and aims to improve student success by enhancing 
knowledge and skill through problem-based learning.  

Other Creative Living attractions presented in Columbia Hall include: 
● Art 
● Calligraphy 
● Photography 
● Poetry 
● Crafts and Hobbies (including Woodworking) 
● Paper Arts 
● Baked Foods 
● Preserved Foods 
● Decorated Cakes and Confectionery Arts 
● Table Decorating 
● Farm and Garden 
● Floral  
● Needlework and Clothing 
● Quilting 
● Felting, Spinning & Weaving 

Culinary & Beverage Contests 

Amateur Wine Competition 
The three Best-in-Class winners in the categories of Red Wine, White Wine, and Berry 
Wine will receive the Chemeketa Amateur Winemaker Prize, provided by the Chemeketa 
Community College Wine Studies Program. Winners will receive free tuition for any 3-
credit course in the Wine Studies Program.

Homebrew Competition  
The Homebrew competition is sanctioned by the American Homebrewers Association 
and the Beer Judge Certification Program. Two winners from the 2015 competitions beers 
are being produced by commercial breweries. Contestants must be 21 or older to enter 
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beer. Anyone can enter the soft drink competition category. Entries are currently being 
accepted. 

Gerry Frank Chocolate Layer Cake Contest The 56th consecutive contest featuring Gerry 
Frank takes place on the Creative Living Stage. Entries will be accepted at the Creative 
Living Stage on Sunday, September 4, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Apple Cobbler Contest  
This year’s fair features an Apple Cobbler Contest on Monday, September 5. Check the 
Creative Living Special Contest Web Page for details to come. The first place winner will 
receive $100. 

Pairings! A Celebration of Oregon 
Pairings! A Celebration of Oregon, features the finest food and drink from restaurants, 
wineries, distilleries, and breweries from around the state. Enjoy live entertainment 
during the event in the Green Acres Landscape Plaza on Friday, August 19. Tickets are 
available at www.oregonstatefair.org. 

Special Days and Programs 

GK Machine Mania  
Fast cars, monster trucks, motorcycles and more will be racing at the Oregon State Fair’s 
Pavilion. GK Machine, Inc. is hosting these major motorsports competitions, which 
include the Northwest Motorsports Series Spectacular finals, featuring Monster and Tuff 
Trucks. 

Kids Summer Achievement  
Free children’s admission tickets can be earned by participation in Summer Reading 
programs. The Oregon State Fair has partnered with public libraries in every community 
across the state to support reading by providing this opportunity to score free tickets. For 
more information contact your local library, Boys and Girls Club or YMCA. 

Talent Search 
The winners of each state county’s local competition will be setting aside their stage 
fright to compete in the 2016 Oregon State Fair’s Talent Search Finals. Those wishing to 
participate can find out more information from their county fair. 

Fair Lift  
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The 30-foot aerial view from this popular lift gives fairgoers a great way to get a bird’s 
eye view of the festivities. The lift spans across the fairgrounds and takes a leisurely ten-
minutes.  

Oregon State Grange  
The Oregon State Grange will showcase a rustic Log Cabin, originally a Centennial 
Farmstead, to display buildings, equipment, and furnishings used on a typical Oregon 
farm 100 years ago.  

Authors Day  
Oregon authors will take the Creative Living Stage to read from their noteworthy works. 
When not on stage, they will be available for questions and personalized book signings in 
Columbia Hall on Saturday, August 27. 

Criterion School  
Built in 1912, this one-room schoolhouse served as a Sunday school, dance hall, voting 
space and a location for other public events. It will be on display at the fairgrounds. 

Comcast Recharge Lounge powered by Xfinity 
This new venue is the place to rest tired feet, recharge electronic devices, and get a cup of 
coffee from Dutch Brothers. On the east side of the Jackman-Long Building. 

Oregon Roadhouse 
Situated alongside the Oregon Tap House, the Oregon Roadhouse is an open-air dance 
floor featuring a country music DJ, line dancing, and so much more. 

Fair Admission 
Adults: $8 (12 to 64) — Presale Tickets $6 

(Advanced purchase discount admission tickets are $5 at participating Oregon 
Safeways and Albertsons through August 25.) 

Kids: $6 (6 to 11) — Presale Tickets $5 
Seniors: $1 (65 and up) — Presale Tickets $1  
Opening Day $1.50 Admission (Courtesy of Sleep Train) 

*All ages get admission to the Fair on Opening Day, August 26, 2016 for just $1.50. 
All day long. 
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*Veterans and first responders, along with immediate family members, will be 
admitted for free on Monday, September 5.  

Hours 
Friday, Aug. 26: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 27: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 28: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 29 to Thursday, Sept. 1: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 2: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 3: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 4: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Labor Day, Sept. 5: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

About the Oregon State Fair 
The Oregon State Fair, established in 1861, first began in Oregon City, Oregon during the 
time of the U.S. Civil War. Since 1862, the Fair has called the Oregon State Fairgrounds 
in Salem home, hosting thousands of visitors from near and far with premier concerts, art, 
culture, rides, agricultural exhibits and livestock. For more information, visit 
oregonstatefair.org. 
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