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Oregon State Fair Receives Several Awards from Western Fairs Association and 
International Association of  Fairs and Expositions 

SALEM, Ore. — The Oregon State Fair (OSF) has won a total of  eight awards for the 150th 
Oregon State Fair season. The Western Fairs Association (WFA) has recognized OSF with six 
Achievement Awards, and the International Association of  Fairs and Expositions (IAFE) awarded 
OSF with two Awards of  Distinction for Communications. 
 
“Being recognized for our ideas and programs — 
especially by two such influential organizations — is 
something the team at Oregon State Fair values 
deeply, said Mike Paluszak, Oregon State Fair CEO. 
“We’re all proud of  these awards, but we’re even 
prouder of  our increases in attendance and revenue in 
2015. And we’re eager to maintain this momentum in 
2016.” 

The WFA awards were in the large fair category, 
which looks at fairs in the western U.S. with 
attendance of  150,000 – 500,000. More than 50 fairs 
throughout the western United States and Canada 
participate in this program. The awards received are 
from the WFA are: 

• First Place: “Give It Your Best Shot” – A 
photograph taken from a drone during one of  the nightly fireworks shows. 

• First Place: Online Advertising/Single Ad 
• First Place: Facilities Website (Expo site) 
• First Place: Radio Advertising/Single Ad 
• Second Place: Fair Logo Contest  
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First Place photograph from 150th   
Oregon State Fair. 

Courtesy Ron Cooper of  Soaregon.

http://oregonstatefair.org/
http://www.westernfairs.org/
https://www.fairsandexpos.com/eweb/startpage.aspx


• Second place: Fair Time Website 

The IAFE Communications awards are divided into five divisions by attendance. The winners 
are selected by a team of  industry leaders selected from the membership of  International 
Association of  Fairs and Expositions, which has over 1,200 members from around the globe. The 
awards received from the IAFE are: 

• Second Place: Television Commercial 
• Third Place: Electronic Newsletter 

The award-winning entries were created by Portland ad agency Trooper LLC in collaboration 
with the Oregon State Fair Marketing Department, with the exception of  the photo by Ron 
Cooper of  Soaregon. The 2016 Oregon State Fair will take place from Friday, August 26 through 
Monday, September 5 in Salem, OR. 

About Western Fairs Association 
Founded in 1922 and incorporated in 1945, Western Fairs Association (WFA) is a nonprofit trade 
association serving the fair industry throughout the western United States and Canada. The 
association's primary purpose is to assist in maintaining the highest professional standards within 
the fair industry through a voluntary network of  individuals and organizations. The primary 
objective of  Western Fairs Association is to promote the prosperity of  fairs through educational 
activities, training programs and legislative advocacy. 

About International Association of Fairs and Expositions 
The International Association of  Fairs and Expositions (IAFE), based in Springfield, Mo., is a 
voluntary, nonprofit corporation, serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, 
shows, exhibitions, and expositions. Its associate members include state and provincial 
associations of  fairs, non-agricultural expositions and festivals, associations, corporations, and 
individuals engaged in providing products and services to its members, all of  whom are interested 
in the improvement of  fairs, shows, expositions, and allied fields. 

About the Oregon State Fair  
The Oregon State Fair, established in 1861, first began in Oregon City, Oregon during the time 
of  the U.S. Civil War. Since 1862, the Fair has called the Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem 
home, hosting thousands of  visitors from near and far with premier concerts, art, culture, rides, 
agricultural exhibits and livestock. For more information, visit oregonstatefair.org. 
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